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(Heavenly Glory)

INCREASE OUR FAITH, O LORD!

There are many kinds of faith.
What kind of faith do you have?
Let us stand by the old saying,
“Trust in the Lord”. Let us sim-
plify the definition of faith, and
hold on to it. Faith is basically
believing (trusting) that God
can deliver us in all circum-
stances. Christians are never
cornered. Even in death, they
come out as winners, and re-
gain the crown of eternal life
and glory. It is our faith in
Christ that overcomes all the
odds of our life (1 John 5:4,5).
Faith without Christ is a “dead
end” faith. It is imperative that
we not only guard this faith at
any cost, but we increase such
faith also. In Luke 17:5, Disci-
ples saw the real importance of
holding on to such faith, and
they cried out,” Increase our
faith O Lord!” Also, a father of
a demon possessed child cried
out in anguish, “Lord | believe,
Help my unbelief.” (Mark 9:24).
Faith is just like our muscles,
we must exercise it constantly,
strengthen it, and enlarge it.
As we check our blood sugar
level, let us test our faith level
daily, and strengthen our body!
(2 cor.13:5). Here are some
ways to strengthen our faith:

1. Learn to stay connected
with the Holy Spirit always.
Abide in the Spirit always.
Being connected in the Holy
Spirit is the crucial part of our
faith walk. Are we experiencing
that “peace that surpasses all
understanding”? If we always
wonder where the Holy Spirit is,
or if God really exists, we need
to examine our salvation steps.
The existence of God becomes
very obvious when we start
experiencing the supernatural
fruit of this wonderful peace in
all circumstances — even in
adverse conditions! Is the liv-
ing God talking to you? People

who have personal encounter
with God are the ones that are
confident in their faith, and can
say,” | know whom | have be-
lieved...”(2Tim. 1:12). Our faith
is not a blind faith, as many
think. It is an experiential
faith!

2. Tremendous opportunity
to increase our faith when
we go through trials and
tribulations of our life!

“Consider it pure joy, my
brothers, whenever you face
trials of many
kinds”(James1:2-4)

Trials and tribulations drive
us toward God, and force us
to pray to Him. Many stum-
ble in to the presence of God
because they humble before
Him, and call upon His holy
name for help in times of
trouble. The more we pray,
the stronger our faith be-
comes in Christ.  Prayers
bring not only encounters
with God, but also sweet
miracles in our life. Impossi-
bilities become very much
possible in our life. Growing
in prayers is actually growing
in faith! God will hear every
one of our prayers because
of our trust in His precious
Son Jesus Christ, and not
because of who we are!

3. Faith comes from the
message, and the message
is heard through the word
of Christ (Roman 10:17).

As we read the Bible prayer-
fully, and reverentially, we
start hearing the voice of the
Lord. The more we hear His
voice, the more our faith in-

creases. | remember those
days when | started hear-
ing God’s voice through
the Bible. | came virtually
running back home from
my school to read the
Word of God. Nothing
else stopped me on my
way. | spent hours and
hours to hear His voice
through His Word. If you
become thirsty for the
Word, do not quench it.
Keep reading more often
to increase your faith. (2
Tim. 3:16,17). Enjoy read-
ing book after book. Never
read the Word of God as a
painful task!

4. Faith increases when
we serve the Lord
through some ministry!

People who get involved
actively in some form of
ministry, build huge mus-
cles of faith! Ministry in-
creases faith, and faith
produces ministries. Itis
a lovely cycle! There will
be many disappointments
in ministries, but count it all
joy, because it only drives
us to have more faith! It is
high time we stop being a
spectator in the church.
Let us get involved to be-
come ftrue servants of
God. Being a servant
does not necessarily mean
that we have to be a
preacher, pastor or evan-
gelist. We can always
serve him through any ac-
tivity, such as hospitality,
cleaning, praying together,
handing out flyers etc.
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5. Faith increases through
fellowshipping of saints.

“Fellowshipping” is a critical
area for all of us. If we cannot
love whom we can see, how are
we going to love God whom we
cannot see at all? (1 John 4:19-
21) As iron sharpens iron, we
must come together to
strengthen each other’s faith. |
am too reluctant to fellowship
with any congregation that will
not take its time to know their
fellow believers, and encourage
them through kind words. This
new kind of heresy of, “l will
love God, but not you” should
be challenged, and purged out
of our churches. | like some of

of God with each other to in-
crease our faith. If we fail to do
that, there is no use for congre-
gational worship. We could
hear the best sermons from TV,
Internet, and be completely sat-
isfied. Without fellowshipping,
we are nothing but empty
clouds.

6. Last but not least, increase
faith through holy living. Our
faith weakens when we start
back sliding, and living in sin.
Just like Adam’s sin that made
him hide from God, sin prevents
us from coming close to God.
Let me reiterate this point: It is
not God who stops us from
coming close to Him, but the sin

Heed to the voice of the Holy
Spirit, when He convicts, re-
proves, and rebukes. Let us
sensitize, and recalibrate our
heart through the presence of
the Holy Spirit, and obey His
word.

Now onwards, let us check the
faith level on a daily basis and
nurture it. Let us build the mus-
cles of faith by paying close
attention to above methods,
and enjoy the new found power
in Christ!

This is the 2nd part of Janu-
ary’s article “What kind of
faith do you have?”

the hand held Palm devices.
One of the great features is that
you could “beam” your palm
device with another person who
has the same device, and ex-
change the files through
‘beaming”. We come to wor-
ship together to “beam” the love

Youth & Kids Corner

The Bible teaches us, in Matthew
6:19 and 20, not to store up our
treasures on earth but rather to
store treasures in heaven. How
do we do that? As kids, our par-
ents tell us to study hard and
score well in school so that we will
have a bright future—meaning
that we can have a good job and
a comfortable life. There is abso-
lutely nothing wrong with that. In
fact, the simple act of obeying
your parents, and involving your-
self completely in this goal is way
of storing up treasure in heaven.

Only when we get into a mindset
of comparison with other kids and
spend our energies on outdoing

in our life. Let us confess our
sins, and come before Him for
forgiveness. He is faithful and
just to forgive all our sins!
(1John1:8-10)  Holy living is
nothing but shunning those
things/activities that prevent us
from coming close to God.

Treasures in Heaven

others, or trying to pull other kids
down (because we are not able to
do as well as them, or we do not
get the praise and importance we
want), then we are not storing up
treasure in heaven.

Before you begin storing up your
treasure in heaven, do you know if
you are going to heaven? All the
good things you do, all the help
you may give to others will not take
you there. There is only one way
you can be absolutely sure, and
that is through accepting Christ as
your Savior. How do you do that?
By telling Jesus that you want Him
to come into your heart and lead
you from today on, that you are

sorry for all the wrongs that you
have done. When Jesus is Lord
of your life—not your smart
looks, not the popularity that you
enjoy, not the games that you
play, not the abilities & talents
that you have—then automati-
cally you will begin to do the right
thing for the glory of God and wiill
start storing up your treasures in
heaven, while enjoying treasures
here on earth too.

Our children who attended Kidz Club in February took a quiz on Matthew Chaptel®60n page 7, are

some of the questions on the quiz. See how many you can answer, refer to the Bible for the answers.



Page 7 Quiz on Matthew 6- 10 -

1. Be careful not to do your before men.
2. Solomon in all his splendor was not dressed like
3. A person who tries to take a speck out of his brother’s eye before taking the plank out of his eye is called
4. In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the
the
5 A and leads to life, only a few find it.
6. Jesus healed 2 demon-possessed men in the region of the
7. Jesus told the disciples not to go to the and but to the lost sheep of
8. Jesus said, “I did not come to bring but a
9. Anyone who loves his or more than me is not worthy of me.
10. What do hypocrites do to show they are fasting?

a.Look somber
b.Put oil on their heads.
C.Put on sackcloth

d. All of the above.
11. What happens to the tree that does not bear good fruit?

a.Pruned for better growth next year.
b.Cut down.

C.Cursed, withers and dies.

d.Cut down and thrown into fire.

e. Set on fire
12. Why were the crowds amazed at his teachings?

a.He used parables
b.He taught with authority
C.He performed miracles as he taught
d.He was the son of a carpenter
13. About whom did Jesus say, "l have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith”?
a.Man with leprosy
b.Demon possessed men
C.Centurion

d.Paralytic’s friends
14. What caused the teachers of the law to say to themselves, ‘this fellow is blaspheming’?

a.Jesus said of himself, “Son of man has authority on earth”
b.Jesus said, “Your sins are forgiven”
C.Jesus said, “Get up and walk”

d.Jesus said, “Get up, take your mat and go home”
15. How did the Pharisees say Jesus healed a demon possessed man who could not talk?
a.By the power of God
b.By the power of the evil one
C.Jesus himself was a demon
d.By the prince of demons
16. What message were the disciples supposed to spread?
a.Jesus is the Messiah
b.The kingdom of heaven is at hand
C.They were going to heal the sick, raise the dead
d.Freely give what you have freely received
17. Who should you be afraid of?
a.the one who Kills the body
b.the one who Kills the soul
c.both of the above
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Schedule for the month

Sunday Worship Service Prayer Session every Friday @ 7:30 p.m. Call
Communion- 10:30 a.m. followed by worship @ 11 am 4104184500 for location
Chil drends Shuning thgser8iaceh o ol Womengds F edanceled iohMagh

Kidz ClubA March 8 @4:30 p.m.
9

Dates to remember

Good Friday Service - March 21 @ 7:30pm
Easter Service - March 23 @ 11:00 am
Church anniversary -June 8 @ 10:30 am
Vacation Bible School -July 147 18

Eastern Conference - August 220 24

Turn your clocks forward 1
Church Picnic - To be announced hour on Saturday March 8,
2008 before going to bed!!

Eastern Conference 2008

When : August 22— 24

Where : Mensch Mill Conference and
Retreat Center, PA

Rooms : 16, 4 persons / room

Deposit: $50

Guest Speaker : Bro. John Jeyaseelan

More details to follow soon.

Vision of our Church

Contact Us
Z To reach out to all people for Christ .
3229 Corporate Ct, Ellicott City, MD 21042

Call: 410 418 4500

Email: pastor@churchofindia.org

Z To reach out to all children and lead them to CHRIST.

Z To help out the mission work in the Indian subcontinent.

Z To be a light to this country and be a blessing to the nee
people in thegUSA. y g I Visit: www.churchofindia.org


http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geu45wFsxH6T4AmhRXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTBzM3RyNHFsBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0Y4MjJfODQ-/SIG=1ij22sg7a/EXP=1204643824/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253Fei%253DU

- Daniel—Prayer and Spiritual Conflict Fage 3

Chapter 9 of the book of Daniel
stands as the classic of Bible
prophecy. This chapter proves
that God revealed the future
course of world events to faith-
ful men of God, and they wrote
as they were led by the Holy
Spirit. For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost."

The prophecy recorded in this
chapter proves that Jesus
Christ is the Messiah of Israel.
Chapter 8 tells about a little
horn, the Antichrist who will rise
up in the last days to challenge
Christ. It also tells about his
deceitful dealings with the na-
tion of lIsrael. Chapter 9 also
tells us about the Great Horn.
As Daniel read the books by
Jeremiah, he understood his
fellow prophet wrote only as he
did-by the Word of the Lord: "All
scripture is given by inspiration
of God" (2 Timothy 3:16). This
promise of God is given in 2
Chronicles 7:14

Daniel also understood that
God would again look upon His
people from whom He had
turned His face, and their 70
years of bondage would end.
From the record, we know that
he ran after the Lord in prayer.
He pursued the Lord to get His
attention. He began to fast and
sought the face of the Lord God
by prayer. Read Jeremiah
29:10-14

At the beginning of his prayer,
Daniel made his own confes-
sion, asking God to forgive him
of his own sins. Next, Daniel
claimed the promises of God to
forgive those who confessed
Him, to turn from their wicked
ways, and sought His face.

After Daniel had pursued the
Lord in prayer until he was as-
sured of an audience, he sub-
mitted his petition. In his prayer,
we find the basis for Christian
patriotism (Daniel 9: 5-14).

There are 3 main divisions in
Daniel's prayer. Let us now con-
sider these reasons for Israel's
judgments which Daniel gave.

As a nation, lIsrael had
sinned and committed adul-
tery, fornication, etc.

Israel mocked and killed the
prophets who attempted to
warn them to turn from
their sins.

Israel rebelled against God,
departed from the precepts
of God upon which the na-
tion was founded, and said,
"We will not be judged of
the Lord" They no longer
judged according to God’s
moral law but according to
their own selfish greed.

Because the nation failed to

heed the warnings of the
prophets to repent, God
brought judgment upon all
Israel, and Daniel declared
that the nation deserved no
less than it received.

The second part of Daniel's
prayer for his nation is found in
verse 15:

"And now, O Lord our God,
that hast brought thy people
forth out of the land of Egypt
with a mighty hand, and hast
gotten thee renown, as at this
day; we have sinned, we have
done wickedly."”

Unless you acknowledge your
sins, how can you repent?
Throughout scripture, Israel is
constantly reminded of their
deliverance by God out of the
hands of their enemies. He
saved them with mighty signs
and wonders. God delivered
Israel to form a holy and right-
eous nation so they might tes-
tify of Him to the whole world
and be a blessing to all people.

The third part of the prophet's
prayer is recorded in Daniel

9:16-19. Over and over we
read that Daniel pursued the
Lord. The reason is that he
loved his nation, and he loved
his people. Daniel's prayer of
confession for his people is
important to our understanding
of the remainder of the chap-
ter. Daniel knew from the
prophecy of Jeremiah that God
had promised that the duration
of Israel's captivity in Babylon
would be 70 years. The 70
years had expired, so Daniel
was seeking in prayer the an-
swer to the question that con-
cerns every religious Jew:
Would this be the time God
would bring in the kingdom and
send the Messiah?

The power of Daniel's prayer is
witnessed by the fact that God
heard him at the very begin-
ning, and He knew exactly
what Daniel would say (verses
20-23). Before Daniel had fin-
ished his prayer, the archangel
Gabriel tapped him on the
shoulder to inform the prophet
that he had been commanded
to fly swiftly to him. As the sac-
rifice was being offered, the
priest prayed for the accep-
tance of the sacrifice for the
sins.

The message God gave
Gabriel to deliver to Daniel is
recorded in Daniel 9:24-27.
Gabriel informed Daniel that
concerning the bringing in of
the kingdom of God to Israel, a
70-week plan was in operation.
During this period, Daniel's
prayers would be answered.

Daniel realized that he was
nearing the time of the end for
the predicted seventy years of
Babylonian captivity. Prayer is
not merely an exercise in ask-
ing God for things; prayer is
primarily a means by which we
get involved in God's plan.

This prayer is one of the most
impressive in the Bible. If you
are burdened about your coun-
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try, | suggest that you read
Daniel's prayer through. His
prayer is a searching, penetrat-
ing prayer of confession, of
praise, and of earnest petition to
God. While | was speaking and
praying, confessing my sin and
the sin of my people Israel, and
presenting my supplication
before the Lord my God for the
holy hill of my God; while | was
speaking in prayer, the man
Gabriel, whom | had seen in
the vision at the first, came to
me in swift flight at the time of
the evening sacrifice. (Daniel
9:20-23)

In the tenth chapter of the book
of Daniel we turn from prophecy
to a study on prayer.

In those days I, Daniel, was
mourning for three weeks. |
ate no delicacies, no meat or
wine entered my mouth, nor
did | anoint myself at all, for
the full three weeks. (Daniel
10:2-3)

Doesn'’t it remind of people ob-
serving Lent where we give up
something that we love? But the
prophet Daniel gave up things
because he was deeply troubled
and wanted to go into partial fast-
ing. He tells us in the beginning
of the chapter that he was trou-
bled.

In the third year of Cyrus king
of Persia word was revealed to
Daniel, who was named Belte-
shazzar. And the word was
true, and it was a great conflict.
And he understood the word
and had understanding of the
vision. (Daniel 10:1)

This word or vision came to
Daniel in the third year of Cyrus
king of Persia. The people of Is-
rael were showing no signs of
leaving Babylon. So Daniel was
greatly concerned about this.

(Daniel 10:4-6)
Read Revelation 1:12-16

To Daniel, alongside the Tigris
river and to John on the island of
Patmos, many centuries later as

they were praying, the curtain
dropped and their eyes were
opened.

There is a similar story in |l
Kings, Chapter 6, concerning the
prophet Elisha! Elisha and his
servant were in the little city of
Dothan in Palestine, and the
King of Syria was angry with EI-
isha. He sent down a great army
by night, when Elisha was
asleep. Seeing his servant in a
panic state, Elisha prayed, "Lord,
open this young man's eyes."The
Lord opened the servant's eyes
and he realized what Elisha
meant when he said, “They who
are with us are more than they
who are with them.” What had
happened to Daniel was simply
that the curtain had dropped and
he saw the One to whom prayer
was being addressed.

Read Daniel 10:7-8 — Daniel’s
vision is something similar to
what Saul of Tarsus encountered
on his way to Damascus. Paul
reacted the same way as Daniel.

The prophet Daniel is being pre-
pared to learn something re-
markable from this majestic be-
ing. Read Daniel 10:10-14

A second being now appears, an
angel sent to help Daniel. The
rest of the vision indicates that
this is an angel sent from this
great Person to help Daniel. He
touches Daniel and helps him to
his feet. Daniel stood up, trem-
bling and shaking, and then the
angel begins to reveal to him
certain things about prayer. All
this is given to us in order that
we might learn what takes place
behind the scenes when we
pray. The first thing is revealed in
the words, "Fear not, Daniel,
for from the first day that you
set your mind to understand
and humbled yourself before
your God, your words have
been heard." When Daniel be-
gan to pray the answer was sent
immediately. This is the first les-
son Daniel is taught about
prayer. Answers are absolutely
sure when we pray. The angel

said, "Daniel, the very moment
that you people began to pray,
three weeks ago, God heard you.
Prayer is not a way by which we
get God to do what we want;
prayer is a way by which we get
involved in what God wants. God
works through us to ask for what
he wants.

The answers are absolutely sure
when prayer is made on the basis
of what God has said he will do.
This is what the angel made clear
to Daniel. Delays can occur in
prayer. There can come delays,
but no delay can ever throw God's
schedule off. God is never too
late. Never! (I Peter 2:-2)

Read Daniel 10:15-17

This vision had a terrible physical
effect upon Daniel. The prayer,
fasting, waiting for three weeks
had taken a toll on him.

Daniel 10:18 — “Again one having
the appearance of a man touched
me and strengthened me. And he
said, “O man greatly beloved, fear
not, peace be with you; be strong
and of good courage”. And when
he spoke to me, | was strength-
ened and said, “Let my Lord
speak, for you have strengthened

me.

After the angel's second touch
Daniel was greatly strengthened..
We see three important phrases —
peace be with you, be strong and
of good courage. That is what
prayer does for us. Every time we
come to the Lord in prayer it
brings peace to the soul, strength
to the body, and courage to the
spirit

The second thing that prayer did
for Daniel is found in Verse 21:

Daniel's eyes were opened and
he was helped to see what is writ-
ten in the book of truth and to un-
derstand it.

So if you get a chance, read the
Book of Daniel 9 — 12 to find great
insight.

**this article has been written after
doing some research on the inter-
net.
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& full of fun that focuses on instructing your
child in the way of the Lord?

Join us for a fruitful

£ OFGA2Y . AGf &

Growing the Fruit of the Spirit

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self -<control .o Ga-23ati an

Dates : July 14 July 18, 2008

Time : 8:30anm 4:00 pm

Place : Church of India, 3229 Corporate Ct., Ellicott City, MD 21042
Ages : 4012 years

Closing Program : July 18, 6:00pm. Parents and friends welcome, fol-
lowed by dinner

Church of Indiaprovides wholesome week of fun for kids agedincluding
snacks and lunch. They learn the Word of God, sing praises and have fun playing
games and doing crafts.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Admission: Free
e @ AT CHURCH OF INDIA i SON HARVEST Lunch/Snacks
E July 14-18, 2008 orovided
8:30 a.m.i 4:00 p.m. (Ages 4 12)
REGISTRATION FORM 1 LIMITED SEATS
4104184500 Mail registration to: Sunday School Department, Church of India, 3229 Corporate Court,

Ellicott City, MD 21042)

Child(ren)ds Name: 1.
Age:

3. Age: Grade(s) in Sept. 08

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION :

Momés Name _ _ Day Phc
Dadés Name __ _ Day
Address:

City: State Zip

Email:

Emergency Contact/Phone No:

| can assist with VBS as a:

Teacher Teacher Assistant Recreation leader or Assistant
Craft Assembler Music Leader or Asst. Kitchen Crew
Snack Assistant Craft Assistant Car Pool/Driver

MEDICAL HISTORY

Physician Name: Phone #

Allergies or other medical conditions:

My child can be released to:

1. Relationship Phone

2. Relationship Phone




