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SHEKINAH

(Heavenly Glory)

GOD’S POSITIONING SYSTEM

(This is a continuation of
last edition’s article, “Who
is the Boss?”)

“If you then be risen
with  Christ, seek those
things which are above,
where Christ sits on the right
hand of
God....... ” (Colossians 3:1-

It is really interest-
ing to study about how the
Global Positioning System
works! There is a striking
similarity between Global
Positioning System and
God’s Positioning system!
Let us see some of the simi-
larities. They teach us
many valuable lessons!

GPS receivers that
we have, use three or more
Satellites for its positioning.
If the receiver is directly un-
der the Satellites, the better
the reception is. We can
see a beautiful parallel here
spiritually: Our GPS re-
ceiver is the Bible, and the
light of the Word must be
held under the heavenly
guiding light of Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit. We
should try to be directly un-
der the leadership of the
Trinity. If we move astray
toward the horizons of twi-
light, we will start interpret-
ing this holy book in a
worldly manner. God,
through the power of the
Holy Spirit, draws every be-
liever to come right under

the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. The wise men in the
Christmas narrative looked
for the Star to seek Christ.
They positioned themselves
right under the star, to be
led. We must do the same
thing. As we read the Bible,
we start seeing the road map
of our life. The Holy Spirit
starts saying clearly as to
which road to travel. “But the
anointing which you have
received of him abides in
you, and you need not that
any man teach you: but as
the same anointing teaches
you of all things, and is truth,
and is no lie, and even as it
has taught you, you shall
abide in Him!” (1 John 2:27)

Take few seconds to
examine yourself. What is
your positioning? Are you
positioning toward the world
or toward the Word of God?
(Col 3:1) If we position our-
selves correctly in Christ, it is
easy to come back to the
right path, even if we go
astray. But if our positioning
is wrong, our direction and
purpose of life will always be
wrong! It is important that
we follow Christ and HIS
WAY all the way!

Also, beware! GPS may not
work perfectly always for the
following reasons:

1. “lonosphere” in the at-
mosphere can undermine the
GPS signal strength. Car
tinting films on windows can

also reduce the signal
strength. Spiritually speak-
ing, man made church tra-
ditions, rules and regula-
tions can undermine the
Word of God, and blind us!
If your church traditions
and doctrines conflict with
God’s Word, peel it off
without any hesitation!

2. There is a feature
called “selective avail-
ability” in GPS. Military
could use this feature to
deliberately cause errors in
the enemies’ GPS posi-
tions. The prince of this
world (Devil) could do the
very same thing and mis-
lead us. Beware of his
tricks! He could also jam
our device. (Answer to
Daniel's prayer was hin-
dered! Daniel 10:12-14)

3.“Humidity” in the at-
mosphere can delay the
GPS signal also! Our cul-
tural hang-ups and sur-
roundings can cause the
bias, and may prevent us
from seeing the true light
of the Word!

Global positioning system
is a great discovery. It
gives us a clear direction.
If we miss our exit and go
left or right, it starts alert-
ing us, “Recalculating, Re-
calculating”, and then it will
start showing us the cor-
rect direction.
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The Holy Spirit does the very
same thing. He gives us clear
direction through the Bible, and
when we go astray, He speaks
to us clearly to get back to the
right track. Many of us, we have
the GPS in our car, but we
never care to turn it on! Like-
wise we have the Bible in our
house, but we never care to
check the direction and purpose
for our journey of life by reading

it. When we do not position our-
selves toward God, then we start
positioning toward the prince of this
world for fame, power, control,
money, glory etc. We are guaran-
teed to go astray if we position in-
correctly.

One last point about GPS.
It takes you through one road at a
time. God wants us to focus on
one day at a time. Drive safely

Youth Corner

When asked to name the
apostles, what is the first name
that comes out ? Of course, it's
Simon Peter. He was a fisherman
till Jesus called him to be a
“fisher of men”. He was the im-
pulsive one, spoke before think-
ing, was usually the first one to
speak and the first one to jump
into action. The Bible speaks
more about Peter than any other
disciple. As we look into his life,
we will understand why.

One night Peter and his
friends had toiled hard and re-
turned without a catch. The next
morning Jesus comes along and
asks them to cast their nets and
in obedience Peter does so. They
had a huge catch, immediately
Peter said, “Go away from me
Lord, | am a sinner”. He immedi-
ately understood his position in
relation to God and confessed it.
That is why Jesus told him not to
be afraid and that he would be a
“fisher of men” from then on.

Remember the story of
Jess walking on water, on a
stormy night? When Peter saw
that it was Jesus , he wanted to
walk to Jesus and indeed he did,
till he lost faith in Jesus and his
fear in the raging sea increased.

each day, and continue your jour-
ney, and praise God as you
travel. Someday, when you are
near the doors of death, start
singing, "glory, glory, Alleluia!” or
“Across the river, there is no more
sorrow!” At that time, you are
almost certain to hear the voice of
God saying loud and clear,” Desti-
nation arrived!” Halleluiah!

Fear and faith cannot co-exist. Peter
took his eyes off the Savior and he
started to sink. We too will fail if we
stop focusing on the Lord and look-
ing at our circumstances instead.

Once, when Jesus asked his
disciples who they thought he was,
Peter replied, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God”. To this
Jesus replied that Peter was the rock
on which the church would be built.

Yet this very same Peter, denied
Jesus three times at the trial of Je-
sus. He could not stay away from
Jesus, yet he was afraid of what
would happen to him if the crowd
associated him with Jesus. When
Jesus looked over at him, he felt re-
morse and went out and wept. This
was the same Peter who cut off a
person’s ear when Jesus was ar-
rested. He had a lot of zeal but his
flesh was weak.

All this only till, the Holy
Spirit was given to him and the other
disciples. After that, Peter was a man
filed with courage and power and
captured many souls for the Lord.
Later, when he was put in prison,
God brought him out in a miraculous
way because of the prayer of the
believers. Peter lived to be an old

man preaching the good news to
people, both Jews and Gentiles.
Tradition has it that Peter was
crucified upside down during the
reign of King Nero, as he did not
consider him worthy to be cruci-
fied in the same way that His
Lord had been.

What brought about the
change in Peter? His close com-
munion with Jesus had showed
him how sinful he was. He was
willing to repent and then when
he was filled with the Holy Spirit,
God’'s comforter and helper,
nothing could stop him from pro-
claiming the truth of the Gospel.
Fear had vanished, for he real-
ized that to be absent in the
body (death in this body) is to be
present in the Lord. That is what
we should seek too — to live for
Christ till we are called into His
presence.

PETER

Fisher of Men
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Psalm 5 can be divided into:

1. A morning prayer (1-3)

A warning to the wicked (4-6)
A renewed prayer (7-8)
Criticizing the wicked (9-10)

An anticipation of blessings &
favor for the righteous(11-12)

Psalm 5: 1-3

Give ear to my words, O Lord —
consider my sighing

Listen to my cry for help, my
King and my God

For to you | pray

In the morning, O Lord, you
hear my voice

In the morning, | lay my requests
before you and wait in expecta-
tion

o M 0D

Observe the words — “my
cry” “give ear” hear me O Lord,
do you sense that the psalmist
speaks with deep anxiety? First
his desire is to be heard -
“consider my sighing”, almost like
saying “Lord, look at me before |
speak’....

He goes on to say ‘listen
to my cry”. Can you feel the force
with which he cries out? How of-
ten have we looked to him in utter
helplessness? Perhaps there have
been times, when no words have
come out...and just tears have
trickled down, | always say, my
Lord is a mighty God, He can even
read my every tear. When we cry
from deep within, our crying has a
voice — it goes straight from our
heart and reaches God’s heart.
Sometimes, when our heart is
heavy, we cannot put our prayers
into words. But to our loving Fa-
ther, our crying is music to His ears
and has such an influence that his
heart cannot resist but respond.

My King and my God -
when do you call someone with a
prefix for lack of better word “My” —
Is it an_aunt who lives in California
or This is my aunt who lives in
California. See the difference?
There is a sense of ownership, a

sense of confidence in that relation-
ship. Likewise when psalmist calls
“‘My King and My God” he is calling
Him with authority and confidence.
We are able to refer to him like that
because he is our God by covenant,
by promise, and by blood.

For to you | pray — Here David ex-
presses his declaration that he will
seek him and Him alone. Our object
of our worship has to be only God,
our only source in times of need.

In the morning, you shall
hear my voice - There has to be
some significance in morning prayer.
When | wake up, my first conversa-
tion should be with the one who
loves me unconditionally...and there
is only one who just loves you un-
conditionally — Our Lord. Also, if you
look at Numbers 28:4 it says some-
thing like prepare one lamb in the
morning and one at twilight. Give
Him your first thoughts, It is a sacrifi-
cial act. You read something similar
in Job 1:5 where Job rose early in
the morning and offered burnt offer-
ings for all his children.

| lay my requests before you
and wait in expectation — It reminds
me of the Old testament times,
where they laid one wood over the
other and arranged it neatly before
the lamb was placed on the altar.
Our prayer is like that — we arrange
them and keep on going. We pray
expecting God to answer. Here we
see David offers his prayer and waits
in expectation. The term “waiting in
expectation” can be identified with us
waiting for a doctor's report. How
anxiously we wait expecting good
news.

Vs. 4 — 6 You are not a God who
takes pleasure in evil, with you
the wicked cannot dwell
The arrogant cannot stand in
your presence, you hate all who
do wrong. You destroy those who
tell lies bloodthirsty and deceitful
men the Lord abhors.

Psalmist goes on to plead
against his cruel and wicked ene-
mies. He uses a very compelling

argument — Put them away be-
cause they are displeasing to you
“You hate all who do wrong”. We
can see distinct things —

1.You have no pleasure in evil;

2.You will not dwell with them

3.They cannot stand in your pres-
ence

4.You hate workers of iniquity

5.Your hand is turned upon them

6.Your spirit rises against them
and you hate such people.

To be hated of God is an
awful thing. As Christians, how
important it is for us to warn the
wicked around us, for it will be a
terrible thing to fall in the hands of
an angry God! What does God
think of sin? According to Prov.
6:16-19 says, He hates and de-
tests it.

Vs. 7-8 “But I, by your great
mercy will come into your
house. In reverence will 1 bow
down toward your holy temple.
Lead me, O Lord, in your right-
eousness because of my ene-
mies. Make straight your way
before me”.

Here is a contrast to what we read
in the earlier verse. Psalmist says
| will come into your house not on
my own merits but approaches the
throne with fear and trembling ac-
knowledging God’'s mercy. Then
you see in verse 8, where he says
lead me O Lord. Why do we ask
God to lead us —prime example
would be a little child being led by
her father, even better when a
blind man is guided by his friend —
what do you see in these two ex-
amples. The child and the blind
father fully trusted the other per-
son.. Likewise, when we ask God
to lead us, it is completely trusting
Him to lead our path, no questions
asked. But as for me, | will come
into Your house in the multitude of
Your mercy; Here we finally see
what David prayed for.

He wants God to lead him in the
path of righteousness. He cannot
afford to make a mistake because

Contd. On Pg. 4
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Schedule for the month

Sunday Worship Service

Communion - 10:30 a.m. followed by worship @ 11 am

Children’s Sunday School - 10:30am

Prayer Session every Friday @ 7:30 p.m.

Women’s Fellowship - 2nd Saturday @ 2:30pm

Kidz Club - Second Saturday @ 4:30 p.m.

all his enemies are waiting for him.
One false step, David’s life is ruined.
So he is asking God for guidance.
He goes on to say “in your righteous-
ness” — why? our righteousness is
like filthy rags and imperfect. God’s
guidance is always needed espe-
cially when enemies are watching
us.

Vs. 9,10 Not a word from their
mouth can be trusted, their heart
is filled with destruction

Their throat is an open grave, with
their tongue they speak deceit

Declare them guilty, O God, Let
their intrigues be their downfall

Banish them from their many sins,
for they have rebelled against you

You cannot trust them, their
heart is wicked. How harshly he
says “their throat is an open grave” -
wow...their conversation is filthy,
their speech is hurtful and rotten.
Just like an open grave consumes
and devours dead bodies cast into it,

so does a wicked men destroy oth-
ers. Here you can see that the
Psalmist almost takes the role of a
judge passing judgment — telling
God that he has not only committed
many sins, but has rebelled against
him.

Vs. 11,12 But let all who take ref-
uge in you be glad, let them ever
sing for joy

Spread your protection over them,
that those who love your name
may rejoice in you

For surely O Lord you bless the
righteous, you surround them
with your favor as with a shield.

Joy — it is a privilege of a
believer — why is that so? Because
a believer knows regardless of what
he is going through, he has the hope
that joy is at the end of the tunnel...
How would you define the character
of the righteous? — through his faith
and love. The joy that a Christian

has is pure, and constant. The pro-
tection that we receive from our Fa-

ther is just so wonderful. Even
when a strong man armed comes
against us, nothing can hurt us
because He is our shield...and no
fiery darts can pierce through that
shield. The shield is not for pro-
tecting one particular part of the
body as the other pieces are hel-
met, fitted for the head, plate de-
signed for the breast, but the
shield is intended for the defense
of the whole body. So as a Chris-
tian, we have nothing to fear be-
cause Christ is our shield, the
fiery darts of the enemy cannot
penetrate through us. The word
“shield” was used for the first time
in Gen 15:1, a great promise to
Abraham. Unless we have Christ
as our SHIELD, we will be de-
voured by the worldly filth.

Pray expecting to
hear from Him!!!

Vision of our Church

To reach out to all people for Christ .

Contact

To reach out to all children and lead them to CHRIST. 3229

Corporate Ct, Ellicott City, MD 21042
Call: 410 418 4500

Email: pastor@churchofindia.org

To help out the mission work in the Indian subcontinent.

To be a light to this country and be a blessing to the needy
people in the USA.




