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What kind of faith do you have?

| thank God for His faithfulness in leading us into 2008. We all faced many hurdles in
2007, but yet, it is faith in Jesus Christ that made us pass through the fire safely. We all
might have gone through different kind of trials and tribulation, but yet, we may have used
that one common weapon — “the shield of faith” to defend against those fiery darts of the
Devil. It was our faith in Christ that brought us through 2007, and it will be the same faith that
will take us through 2008 also. It is this foundation of faith that we must latch on to in 2008.
If our faith in Christ is the ultimate answer to all our problems, how important it is for us to
know more about such faith, and to be strengthened in such wonderful faith?

We all promptly check our blood pressure, cholesterol, and sugar level, but
do we ever care to check our “faith level” in our spiritual life? During or after each trial in our
life, do we come out stronger in faith or weakened? Paul says,” Examine yourselves to see
whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves! Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you,
unless of course you fail the test?” (2 Cor. 13:5). Make sure your faith level is strong, be-
cause, it is your faith in Christ that will overcome the world (1 John 5:4, 5).

But what kind of faith do you have? Is your faith in Jesus Christ or faith in
something else? The word, “faith” seems to be very elusive to all of us, and it seems to be
interpreted in many ways. This word can be easily taken out of its original context, and spun
to promote our own philosophies (2 Peter 3:15-17). Let me illustrate this point through the
Bible itself:

- Paul used the word “faith” often to teach us about the “righteousness of God” that
comes through faith in Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:16,17; Romans 3:22)

- James talked about faith that produces good works (James 2)

- John spoke about faith that promote love toward one another (1 John 4:16)

- The author of Hebrews talked about the nature of our faith that demands us to wait
in hope for the promise of the Heavenly Father (Hebrews 11).

Now let us see some of the secular understanding of “faith” also, which al-
most, always alludes to a different kind of faith system:

1. Faith that calls for faith in one self! A “can do” attitude. | can do all things
through myself!?

(This is diametrically opposite to God’s Word — “| can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me!” - Phil. 4:13)

2. Faith in faith itself — Favorite scripture passage for this kind of thinking is “If you
have faith of a mustard seed.....” (Mathews 17:20) Faith in what? Christians will say, it is
faith in Jesus Christ. But our secular friends will say, it is faith in faith itself. But who will
move the mountain? Is it your faith or God?

3. Another view of faith - faith that produces “positive thinking ”! The favorite verse
for such people is “As a man thinks, so is he”! If we are not careful, it can slowly lead us to
“faith in one self’ position. Also, it can take us on a long journey of “denial of reality” around
us. It may cause us to suppress our natural emotions, and lead us to build a world of super-
fluous, positivistic bubble around us.

All the combinations and permutations of all these faith definitions (secular as well as
non secular) can scatter us toward different paths of life .No wonder, there are so many
books written about this topic! When we are confused about our direction, we should “stand
by the roads and look, and ask for the ancient path, where the good road is, walk in it , and
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find rest for your souls. (Jer. 6:16) The real answer to the word “faith” is in the Old Testament, which we hear
quite often: “Trust in the Lord!” (Psalms!!) Even a baby will understand that word! The whole Old Testament em-
phasizes this one point — Trust in the Lord! As a matter of fact, Jesus was talking about the very same faith (Trust).
Read every one of Jesus’s miracles and you will see a clear pattern. At times, Jesus was upset with his disciples when
they did not trust in Him (Mat. 6:30; 8:26; 14:30; 17:17), and there are times, He lauded those people who showed their
great faith in Him! (Mat.8:10; 9:22; 9:29; 15:28; )

Let us not be confused about faith anymore. Paul, James, John, and the author of Hebrews were all talking
about certain dimensions of faith. We must interpret such passages in their context. But faith as a whole is clearly de-
fined in Scripture. Faith is basically trusting the Lord at all times. Faith is believing (trusting) that God can de-
liver us in all circumstances! Christians are never cornered, even in death! Faith without Christ is a “dead end”
faith! What kind of faith do you have? Will Son of God find true faith (trust) when He returns? Let us stand on the solid
rock of “faith in Christ”. All other ground is sinking sand! (Gal 2:20) To be continued...
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The Women'’s Ministry has started a 12 week Bible Study on Prayer. We meet every second Saturday of the month at
2:30 p.m. So come and join us!!! We would love to see you.

Answered Prayer

Christians are tempted to ask God: “Why aren’t my prayers answered in the way that | want?” He always an-
swers in accordance with His will. Frequently the answer is YES, but not instantly. Sometimes God answers no and the
Bible gives reasons why. And other times God may first need us to be prepared to be part of the answer before He will
respond to our prayers.

We learn through Nehemiah how God answers our prayers. Nehemiah 1:1 — 2:8 : Nehemiah, a Jew in exile, was a sen-
ior official in the Persian royal court strategically placed to be part of the answer to his prayer for the rebuilding of Jerusa-
lem where the Temple of God is located. He was concerned about his people and homeland. After hearing what had
been happening back in Jerusalem, he had clear recognition of the need and he wanted to restore the dignity of the peo-
ple. He realizes that to meet these needs, he must first go to God.

He prays day and night, mourning and fasting, bringing out all the promises that God made. He made himself available
to do God’s will. The Bible goes on to say that Nehemiah brought his petitions before the king with fear. Verse 2:4 says:
Then | prayed to God in heaven.” He knew he needed greater help than that of the king. At the end, all his requests
were granted. Nehemiah was a man of action and a man of prayer.

An answered prayer is not only possible, but it is assured to the righteous. There are a few conditions which God'’s
Word sets down for answered prayer.

1. Repentance — Il Corinthians 7:14 says: If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves and pray and
seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land.

Did you know that bitterness, resentment, bad temper, anger, and harsh words can come between us and God? How
can we make things right? | John 1:9 says : If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.

2. Righteousness — It means depending on Christ for an answer to every situation. James 5:16 says: The prayer of a
righteous man is powerful and effective. Righteousness refers to a daily, steady walk with the Lord.

3. Forgiveness — Mark 11:25: Jesus said, when we pray if you hold anything against anyone, you are to forgive them,
then only God can forgive our trespasses. With prayer, we can ask God to help us put away hurtful feelings and ask Him
for His peace, joy, and love.

4. Obedience — | John 3:22: We receive from Him anything we ask because we obey His commands and do what
pleases Him. Obedience is the trademark of a righteous person.

5. Sincerity — Jeremiah 29:13: You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart

6. Agreement — Jesus said: again | tell you that if two of you on earth agree about everything, what you ask for will be
done for you by My Father in heaven.
7. Persistent — Ephesians 6:18: And pray in the spirit in all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. Another
reference says we are to “pray without ceasing.”
Last but not least,
8. Faith — Hebrews 11:6 : and without faith, it is impossible to please God because anyone who comes to Him must be-
lieve that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.
During prayer times, remember to praise Him as the one who hears and answers. Remember to give thanks often that
He is always near, providing for us, fighting for our battles, directing and guiding us.

BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED WHAT YOU ASK FOR!
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A Life that Impresses Jesus

A dear member of the Church of India family, William Henry, went to be with our Lord December 8, 2007. The
leadership of the Church of India considered him to be one of the great unsung heroes of this ministry. He will be
missed beyond description.

The following is an excerpt of the message, “A Life that Impresses Jesus,” given at his memorial service Decem-
ber 22, 2007:

| believe William is one of those people — one of those extremely rare people — who impresses God. Many of us
love God. We're obedient to him... most of the time. But | think it can be said about far fewer of us that, THIS person
impresses God. I'm not certain it can be said of me. I'm not certain it can be said of too many of us at all.

Did you know it's possible to impress the Lord? Consider Job. God clearly was impressed with Job when he
said...

There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. ~ Job 1:8

God said this knowing Job would suffer tremendous loss, grief, live a life full of struggles and stresses... and yet
he would remain faithful. Even in his worst moments — Job refused to lose his faith. He would ask questions of God...
wonder why God wouldn't answer his prayers like he thought he would. But he remained faithful and completely submit-
ted to God's will without complete understanding.

Those of us who knew William well can see clear similarities between Job's life — and his... especially their re-
sponses to their difficulties. William struggled and suffered. He lived a pretty hard life. There were many days of deep
sadness — and questions about why things were as difficult as they were. But he remained faithful!

You can almost hear God saying, I'm impressed.

In the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 12, we see Jesus encounter a person who impresses him. Jesus and his disci-
ples were in one of the outer courts of the temple... and there were 13 giant containers shaped like cones — into which
people would drop financial gifts for the Lord's house. And they saw some well-to-do people giving big amounts.

And then Jesus said, hey wait a minute guys. Look at this!

A poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples
to him, Jesus said, | tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  Mark 12:42

That widow did not have a lot to offer by way of wealth or prominence or the things we would consider big gifts —
but she offered everything she had. And Jesus said because of that — she offered more than anyone else!

William was not a rich man. He didn't have a lot of money to give. Because he was working so hard — he didn't
have a lot of time or energy to give. He could have just gone home and rested after a long day and everyone would
have understood. But to some people there is no living — without giving.

| can just imagine all of us gathered together in a worship setting, dressed nicely, looking really Christian, drop-
ping big checks in the offering... and Jesus doesn’t pay attention to anything we’re doing. Instead he points across the
room, and says wait a minute! Look at this!

A man who can barely afford food for himself is freely giving to others. A man busier than most because of his
need to work continually is the most faithful prayer warrior in the lot! A man with sorrow and grief is the very first to offer
an encouraging word! | can hear Jesus saying, I'm impressed.

William's circumstances are different now. No longer does he toil so much and benefit from his toil so little. No
longer is he surrounded by people enduring fewer problems yet complaining more. No longer is he a man who dines
alone while those he loves gather together to share a meal he made for them.

I'm sure heaven, as glorious as it is, is an adjustment for so selfless a man, a man who gave — but now must get
accustomed to receiving.

But not everything about William needs adjustment for heaven. William's attitude needs no adjustment. His sin-
gular desire to communicate with God each and every day needs no adjustment. His quickness to embrace all of God's
people regardless of ethnic or ideological difference — needs no adjustment.

. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Page 3
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Email: pastor@churchofindia.org Turn Right onto Corporate Ct (<0.1 miles)

Web: www.churchofindia.org

Vision of our Church Schedule for the month

% To reach out to all people for Christ . Sunday Worship Service - 11 am

¥ To reach out to all children and lead them to CHRIST. Children’s Sunday School - During the service
% To help out the mission work in the Indian subcontinent. Prayer Session every Tuesday 7:30pm—9pm
¥ To be a light to this country and be a blessing to the needy || | Women’s Fellowship - November 10 at 2:30pm
people in the USA. Kidz Bible Club - November 10 at 4:30pm

William is blessed now because of where he is. We are blessed because of where he was until two weeks ago. But
the blessing of having known William will fade — if we allow it. The truly impressive way he lived his life will become just a
collection of old stories — if we allow it.

But today | issue a challenge. Don’t allow it. Don't let William's life and influence on you become just a wonderful
part of your past. Let him influence you today. It is a rare person indeed about whom it can be said — he impresses Jesus.
But you have seen such a person with your own eyes. You have seen that such a life is possible.

So here's the challenge: When you face situations you can't handle, remain faithful. When you have been wronged,
refuse to seek revenge. Even when you're not sure you have the resources to get you past today, don't worry about tomor-
row.

When you have next to nothing to give — give anyway. Open your hand of generosity to the poor. Open your busy
day planner and give time to those who are alone. Open your mind and give creatively of your talents and gifts to causes
bigger than yourself.

William was too unassuming a man to say "Follow me as | follow Christ." So | will say it for him. Follow William.
Follow his example in attitude, in generosity, in faithfulness — as he followed Christ.

Pastor Andrew O’Day

Looking Back at 2007

The year of 2007 was a year of consolidation. As in the previous year, we are constantly learning that we cannot even
take a single step forward without prayer! The Lord has continually strengthened our faith through the year.

As usual, the VBS was a real highlight of summer of 2007! Once again COIl held an all day (8:30am to 4:30pm), week
long VBS program! About 25 kids participated in it, and had a marvelous time.

The Eastern Conference, which was held in August, was an awesome retreat with the Lord refreshing our spirits.

The Kid’s Bible Club, a two hour session on the second Saturday of each month, is going well though we hope to see
more participation in the coming year. The kids enjoy a time of Bible study, a recreational activity and food. Some months
they have had fun going bowling, playing Bible based games. The kids had an awesome Christmas party in December.

COIl's women's fellowship continues to meet every second Saturday for a time of Bible study, fellowship and prayer.
This continues to bind the women in love as they learn the Word together, share their burdens with one another and uplift
one another in prayer throughout the month.

The promise verse is in Isaiah 37:30, “This year you will eat what grows by itself, and the second year what springs from
that. But in the third year sow and reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit.”

We are now in the third year and COIl takes this promise seriously, and it will strive to go out, sow and plant as the Spirit
leads. We covet your prayers very much in this important mission field.

WORD for the month....

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not p:

Let us reflect the LiEht of our Lord Jesus Christ
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