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Anyone who wants to learn more about the will of God should read from 1 Sam-
uel chapter 27 to 2 Samuel chapter 5, and really study it. When the heat is on, we feel
like jumping out of the frying pan! David decided to do just that when he could not take
the persecution of Saul anymore. 1 Samuel 27:1 says that, “David said in his heart!” In

m;lm other words, he spoke to himself rather than speaking to God in prayer! See the progres-
sion of coming out of God’s will here: we contemplate or think first, we meditate on our
own solutions, we make a decision, convince ourselves, and then act out! David thought,

used reason and logic, and then acted out! David was given the promise of kingship, yet
when the heat was on, he could not hold on to that promise of the Word of the Lord. He
was anointed by prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 16:13), and was confirmed again by prophet
Gad when David tried to stay in Moab rather than in the land of Judah (1 Samuel 22:5).
Yet, even the great man of God, David, did not trust the Word of the Lord. Stop speaking
to yourselfl Speak to the Lord always! Whenever we speak to ourselves, Devil will join
our conversation, and provide wrong council! (Eve and the serpent — Genesis 3). Deuvil
will step in when we step out of God'’s will.

“Then Achish gave him
Ziklag that day....... "

(1 Samuel 27:1-12) David went to the land of Philistines, and joined the enemy king Achish. He
gained the king’'s confidence, and received the land of Ziklag. David went about raiding
Amalekites, killed, and looted all their villages. Did God tell him to do so? No, not really.
There is a time for war, and there is a time to wait on the Lord. We all become wild ani-
mals when we move out of God’s will. When we move away from God’s Kingdom (His
church), we start ziklagging! Ziklag is nothing but a land for back sliders! It can make
us very wealthy, yet it is a dangerous place for families!

Moving away from God’s will to ease our pain will o nly increase our agony !
David was recruited by force to fight against Israel, his own people! David was caught
between the rock and the hard place. His character and integrity were in question now
before the Israelites and the Philistines. What a shame! But by the divine grace of God,
he was spared from the embarrassment, and was sent back. The Philistines did not want
to take any chance with David’s questionable loyalty. Way of Ziklag is a way of shame!
But there was another shock waiting for David at Ziklag!

While David was in the battle field, the Amalekites took revenge on him by raiding
the village of Ziklag (1 Samuel ch.30). All the women and children and possessions were

% & II" '$( taken away by them, and they set fire to their houses. We have these “Amalekites” even
today. They prey on vulnerable children, women, and old people, and abuse them. They
#$" snatch purses, kidnap, rape, and Kill our children. Devil is always in the business of de-

" stroying our loved ones, and our families. He will bring resentment, anger, irreconcilable

differences to fuel the fire within our families. If we are too busy with our career, personal

) ambition, wealth building, suddenly our children be gone for good. Never drop your
guard. Weakness always sucks in the criminals.

Contd. On Pg. 2



Contd. From Pg 1

David and his men wept until there was no strength! (Waste of energy. Crying without faith is a dead end!) They were
getting ready to stone David. (What we sow, we reap!) “But David encouraged himself in the Lord God!” God's
people know how to snap out of depression! How could it be possible? In spite of the loss of his wives, children, and his
possible execution by stoning, David could encourage himself in the Lord. He did it by remembering God’s promise, His
faithfulness, and His everlasting love (Ps.103:1,2). Depression cannot take a permanent hold on us! “Le  t us not
grieve as one without hope!”

Now David sought the Lord for guidance, and received the green signal from the Lord to chase after the Amale-
kites. Let us also seek the signal from the Holy Spirit. He is not only for power, healing miracles, signs and wonders, but
for counseling us in the right path every moment of our life. The Anointing that is within us will lead us toward the right
direction. Stop ziklagging or back sliding. Speak to the Lord, instead of yourself. Time well spent seeking God’s will
is never wasted”! (To be continued next month)

Beautiful 1 Peter3:1 -7

There are so many messages we women receive about our bodies, but the important one is to steward one’s physical
frame and health for the glory of God, and to preserve the ability to serve Him now and into the future. Yet it seems all of
us struggle to accomplish this various points; condemnation is always looming right around the corner.

What is beautiful? According to Webster dictionary, “characterized by beauty, lovely, pretty, fair, comely, (beauty
on the other hand is “qualities that give pleasure to the senses or exalt the mind: Loveliness, also: something having
such qualities).”

There is lot of comments about beautiful women:

“A beautiful woman pleasures the eyes, but a good woman pleases the heart; one is a jewel and the other is a treasure.
— Napoleon.

“Over the greatest beauty hangs the greatest ruin.” an Old Italian proverb.
“Beautiful women are unlucky.” a Chinese folk-lore.

“Women'’s beauty is the forest echo and rainbows; soon pass away, and maidens and roses soon lose their bloom.” a
German Proverb.

“Beauty is but a vain and doubtful good; a shining gloss that fades suddenly, a flower that dies when first in bud. A brittle
glass that's broken presently, a doubtful good, a gloss, a glass, a flower lost, faded, broken, dead, within an hour.” —
Shakespeare.

“’Every woman would be rather pretty than pious; yet most women are mighty proud of their beauty. Beauty is a good
letter of introduction, a good looks are an inheritance, and again “a pretty face is a good drummer, but on the other hand
it is said, “A poor beauty finds more lovers than husbands.” _a German poet.

It is not surprising that in all ages women have striven to preserve their beauty, however, it may be, for as it has
been remarked, it is valueless to a woman to be young unless pretty, or to be pretty unless young.”

Notions of beauty fortunately differs, and according to popular adage, “What is one man’s meat is another man’s
poison.” And whatever truth that may be in the proverb which reminds us that, “Beauty is but skin deep,” there is no de-
nying that personal appearances has made all the difference in the estimation formed by one person to another.

The absence of beauty on the other hand, was, in days of old, considered almost a disgrace, it having been a
common idea that the ugliness of the wicked was in proportion to their evil nature. Hence, an unprepossessing appear-
ance subjected the unfortunate woman to the most uncomplimentary stigma, and often times, even made her an object
of contempt. “An ugly woman is a disease to the stomach, a handsome woman a disease to the head.”

Contd. On Pg. 8



Part 4 of the series “Toward an Active Church” will appear in the next issue of Shekinah.

Not long ago, | had a dream. | was sitting on the shore of a beautiful lake, marveling at its expanse. Then a
man approached me, and told me he had just bought the lake for a high price. He asked me if | wanted to work for him,
catching fish from the lake. I told him | would love to, but | didn't have a boat or any fishing equipment, and | didn't really
know how to fish.

He said, "I will supply everything you need. Are you willing?" | said, "l am willing."

Before | knew it, | had set off onto the water, and noticed many other boats also were there. No one told me, yet
somehow | knew these other boats are here on the lake for the same reason | am here — to catch fish for the owner.

But | noticed some peculiar things about these other boats. Some were large, and some were small. Some
were beautiful to look at, while others were quite unimpressive. Yet all the boats had been supplied by the owner of the
lake, and all seemed quite capable of catching fish.

| noticed one boat. Two guys were in it, and both of them were sitting back listening to music on the radio. |
called out, "What are the fish biting on today?" One of them answered, "I don't know. We only fish once a week." |
thought to myself, this isn't what the owner hired us to do.

| pulled near another boat. The people on this boat seemed very busy. Two people were cleaning fish, two
more were removing the scales, and two more were packing the fish in ice for the trip back to shore. | thought to myself,
these people are really doing the boss' business!

But then | noticed the people who had put the fish in ice pulled them back out again, and handed them to the
people who had cleaned them. And the whole process started over again, with the very same fish. | thought to myself,
these people are staying busy doing everything but fishing.

| then noticed another boat. It was so full of fish that they were almost spilling back into the water. | thought
what a great catch! The owner will be pleased.

But then | saw the boat pull alongside another boat, and two guys jumped onto the other boat and quickly
scooped up all the fish. They jumped back onto their boat and it sped off. | thought to myself, this is robbery! The
owner won't be impressed with this catch. He won't care how many fish we have accumulated from other boats. He will
only consider the fish we have caught ourselves!

| saw another boat. Many fish were swimming very close to it. | could see them. 1 yelled out, "They're all
around you! Drop your net!" A man yelled back, "They're all trout. We're only out here for bass." | thought to myself,
what's wrong with trout? Aren't they fish too?

| saw many other boats that day. In one, the captain said the fish are welcome to jump into the boat at any
time. Fish jump into the boat? In another, the crew was waiting for the owner to tell them exactly where to place their
net, even as the fish kept swimming by. | wondered why they assumed the owner would tell them where to put their net
before he would tell those who were already fishing where to put theirs.

Then, I finally saw what | had been looking for. Someone was catching fish! | pulled alongside his boat and was
about to tell him | was impressed. But | noticed he was throwing back every fish he caught. “Why are you throwing back
your fish?” | asked. He said, “They're slimy and they smell bad. They're not ready to be caught.” | thought to myself,
aren’t fish supposed to be slimy?

After noticing all this, | wondered if the owner knew what was going on out here. Somehow | felt he did. | then
found a neglected corner of the lake, and began to fish.

What does this dream mean for me and you? Let Mark 1:17 be your clue!

"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and | will make you fishers of men." (NIV)

Pastor Andrew O'Day
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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AT COI's VBS'07, the children an awesome space adventure . Through their daily activities the children learnt to
be special agents for the Son—Jesus Christ. We had a great time with lively songs, hilarious skits, creative crafts, exciting
games, Bible stories and tasty snacks and lunch all of the things that made Vacation Bible School so much fun for children.
As always, we had a number of volunteers helping us through the week, for which we are very grateful.

This whole theme revolved around equipping the children to be ambassador’s for Christ in every surrounding.
Through the stories of Moses, Esther, Daniel, Jeremiah and Joshua they learned to have courage

* in all situations by trusting in God'’s love and plans for us e N

* to stand up for others by uniting with God’s people
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* to make wise choices by training to serve God

* to follow in God’s path even when it is difficult
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Eastern Conference 2007

The Eastern Conference 2007 was held from August 19th to the 21st at Refreshing Mountain Camp,
PA. The theme was ‘Back to the Street’ , the key verse being Acts 4:20

For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.

It was indeed a refreshing time as people from Maryland and New York gathered together for a
blessed weekend of worship, learning the Word,. Everyone who attended was there with a hungering heart
and thirsting spirit to walk in the will of the Lord. The atmosphere was one of pure anticipation to seek the
will of God and getting ready to ‘go and tell’ the Gospel. Every aspect was well planned and coordinated and
there were no glitches.

The various speakers exhorted us through their messages and testimonies to reach out to the lost.
The church needs to cater not only to those who are already in the body of Christ, but more importantly to
seek after those who do not know the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.

The quiz time, which was based on Acts 1 - 5, was very competitive as usual. It was awesome to
see everyone come so well-prepared and the three teams on their feet with answers to all the questions.
After the evening session, we had an energetic game of volleyball.

As always, we had a wonderful worship service on Sunday. We saw the Lord’s hand even as He pro-
vided us with absolutely beautiful weather whenever it was time for outdoor activities, especially on Satur-
day.

All this was possible not by human minds and hands, but by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. At
the end of the conference everyone who attended, without exception, said that it was the best they had at-
tended so far. The Lord truly touched each and every person, old and young.
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Woman of God ' Contd. From Pg. 2

Godly Women — Role models

Role models are very important for our day and time as much as there has always been. The power of influence
possess us from birth and we emulate (strive to equal or excel) — so much of what us around us. In our families we become
like those we are associated with and the values held by our peers many times become embedded in our own character.

In pausing to reflect upon the influence of the woman, a call is sent forth for the influence of Godly woman. As the
hand that rocks the cradle rules the heart of those who rule the world, so the power of the Godly woman will help mold and
build a better world for all mankind.

In the creation of man, God recognized that it was not good for him (man) to be alone. He needed someone to
complete him and ensure the continued blessings of creation. When God brought the woman to Adam, the completeness
of creation was evident. Through the creation of the woman, a powerful force of influence was introduced upon mankind.

The influence of the woman was tempered by the need of being a Godly influence. The Godly woman is the one
who brings the essence of kindness, piety and holiness into the world about her. Paul expressed this attribute in Its Timo-
thy 2:10 — ‘which is proper for woman professing Godliness, with good works.” It is evident by her actions that she is the
example of a Godly woman.

Woman, who strives to be Godly, will not be loud, boisterous or clamorous. They will possess the characteristics of
Peter’s writing in 1 Peter 3:3-4. “Do not let your adornment be merely outward — arranging the hair, wearing gold or putting
on fine apparel, rather let it be the hidden person of the heart with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which
is very precious in the sight of God.” What is important is in the inside of the woman> Godly woman possess quiet spirit of
meekness and gentleness.

Peter gives Sarah as an example of a godly woman as she trusted in God, submitted to Abraham and was called a
‘holy woman.” The example of Godly woman is chaste conduct accompanied by fear - but as He also who called you Holy,
you also be holy in all your conduct.” 1 Peter 3:2, 1:15. Examples of Godly women can be found in Ruth, Esther, Mrs.
Noah, Mary the mother of Jesus, Dorcas, Lydia, Phoebe and host of others who had led of a holy living.

Through the work of Godly women, who are seeking to present themselves as a holy woman of God in the relation-
ship of daughter, wife, grandmother and child of God, the world can become a better place. From the hand of Godly
women we can see a power to change the course of history.” Who can find a virtuous wife?” For her worth is far above the
rubies--- many daughters have done well, but you excel them all. Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman
who fears the Lord, shall be praised. Prov. 31: 10, 29, 30.

“CHARM IS DECEPTIVE, AND BEAUTY IS FLEETING; BUT A WOMAN WHO FEARS THE LORD IS TO BE
PRAISED.” Prov. 31:30.
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If you would like to receive an email version of our newsletter, please let us know.



